The Literature Teacher’s Book of Lists

Multicultural Literature

These books, both fiction and nonfiction, represent a mix of lirerarure from different races, ech-
nic groups, or cultures, Reading levels range from middle school through adult. The books arc
listed in alphaberical order with comments in parencheses on the subject, main character, or
auther. It might prove interesting to select a title that emphasizes 2 culture different from your
own and have fun discussing both unfamiliar and similar culrural mores and behaviors with oth-
ers in your class.

See alen List 142, Heroes: Black (African American); List 144, Heroines: Black (African
Ameriean); List 148, Asian Literarure; List 149, Black (African American) Literarure; Lise 150,
Indian (Native American) Authors; List 151, Indian {(Matve American) Literarure; List 152,
Indian/®hicte Relations; Westerns; List 153, Larino Literarure: Beginnings; and List 154, Latino
Writers: 20th Century.

The Adventures of Augic March—Siul Bellow {Jewish man)

Albuguerque—Rudolfo Anaya (Mexican/Anglo boy)

The Aleways Prayer Shawd—Sheldon Oberman (Russian boy)

American Indian Ballerinas—1ili Cockerville Livingstone {Native American)

American fndian Triber—Marion E. Gridley (Native American tribal informarion for
younger readers)

Amierica Streer- A Multicultural Anthology of Stovies—Anne Mazer (Ed.) (story collection by
Latino authors)

Among the Volcanoes—Omar Castafieda {Mayan culiure)

Antharyt Big Surprise—Wade Hudson (black boy)

Argenting—FEthel Caro Gofen (Argentinian culrure)

The Aztecr—Barbara Beck (Aztec culture)

Barrio Boy—Emesto Galarza (Hispanic memuir)

Beacon Hill Beys—Ken Mochizuki (Japanese American boy)

The Birchbark Howse—Louise Erdrich (Marive American™White relations)

Bless Me, Ultima—Rudolfo Anaya (Mexican/Indian/Angle clash)

Blood Brothers—Stephen Kinzer (Nicaraguan experiences)

Blood Secreti—Carolina Garcia-Aguilera (Larino novel)

Bonnee Back—Sheryl Swoopes with Greg Brown (Black Olympian baskedball player)

The Brotherhood of the Dofphim—Ricardo Means Ybarra (Larino)

Burizd Omigrs—Gary Soto (Mexican American boy)

The Burning Searon—Andrew Revkin (Brazilian environmentalist)

The Capiive, Afeernah and Hir Son—Joyee Hansen (black boy)

Carlitor Way—Edwin Torres (Latino fiction)

Carriers af the Drearn Wheel: Contermporary Native American Poerry—Duane Niatum (Ed.)
{MNamve American poetry collection)

La Causa: The Migrans Farm Workers Story—Dana Catherine DieRuiz (Latino workers in United
Stares)

Chernowitz—Fran Arrick (Jewish boy)

Child of the Owl—Laurence Yep (Chinese-American girl}

Children of the River—Linda Crew (Cambaodian girl)
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The Chinese of America—Jack Chen (Chinese-Americans)

The Choser—Chaim Porok {Jewish boy)

Clover—Doari Sanders (mixed race family)

The Cuban Americani—BRenee Gernand (Cuban Americans in 1.5.)

Dancing Tepees: Poems of American Indian Yoush—Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve (Ed.)
{Mative Americin poetry collection)

Darnell Rock Reporting—Walter Dean Myers (black boy)

Diawizas Harp—Herman Wouk (Jewish characters)

Lhays of Crrace—Arthur Ashe and Arnold Rampersad (African American)

A Differens Beat—Candy Dawson Boys (black sixth-grade girl)

A Distant Enemy—Deb Vanasse (Eskimo/whire boy in Alaska)

Down These Mean Streeti—John Peter (*Piri") Thomas (Latina)

Drewming in Cuban—Cristina Garcia (Cuban novel)

Drawn—Junot Diaz (Latino story collection)

Dhust from O Bomes—Sandra Forrester (black-white herirage)

Earth Fower Coming: Short Fiction in Native American Liseranwre—Simon Ortiz (Ed.) (Mative
American short story collecrion)

Exyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Righis Years, 1954-65—]uan Williams (African American
gains)

Farewell to Manzanar—Jeanne Wakatsuli (Japanese girl)

Fast Talk on a Slne Track—Rita Williams-Garcia (African American)

Fear the Condor—David Nelson Blair (Bolivian girl)

F I for Fabulow—Marie G. Lee (Asian-American girl)

The Fiver—Bernard Malamud (Jewish fiction by Amenican writer)

Forty Acres and Maybe a Mule—Harriette Gillem Robinet (two black emancipared slave boys)

The Fourteen Sisters of Emilio Monses O'Brien—Oscar Hijuelos (Cuban-Irish experiences in
Pennsylvania)

Freedom Cressing—Margaret Goff Clark (Mexican)

The Friendsbrip—Mildred D. Taylor (black/white relations)

From the MNotebooks af Melanin Sun—Jacqueline Woodson (black/white relationship)

Cramesh—Maleolm |. Bosse (boy from India)

The General in His Labyrinch—Gabriel Mirquez Garcfa (about Simon Bolivar)

The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn—Dorothy Hoobler and Thomas Hoobler (Japanese historical
fiction)

Conimg Ulnder—Virgil Suarer {Latino fiction)

Grnace in the Wildernes—Aranka Sicgal (Jewish girl)

Growing Up Chicana/e—Tiffany Loper (Chicana/o collection)

Happily May T Walk: American Indians and Alaska Nativer Today—Adene B, Hirschfelder
{for younger readers)

Heaven—Anglela Johnson (black girl)

The Hiding Mace—Corrie Ten Boom (Mazi persecution of Jews)

The Hispanic Americans—Milton Meltzer (Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, and Cubans in the
United States)

Hispanie, Fenale and Young: An Anthology—Phyllis Tashlik (Ed.) (Hispanic women)
The Homorable Prison—Lyll Becerra de Jenkins (Latino family)
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Heuse af the Spirii—lzabel Allende (Chilean family)
The Howsz on Mange Strect—Sandra Cisneros (poctry by Latino)
Hew che Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent—Julia Alvarer (Dominican American sisters)
A Hunger of Memory: The Edsicasion of Richard Radriquez; Conversattons with My Mexican
Fatler—Richard Rodriguez {Larino autobiographiss)
If You Came Sofely—Jacqueline Woodson (black/white relationship)
The Image and Oiher Stories—Isaac Bashevis Singer (Yiddish stories by Polish/
American writer)
Tndltan Chigfs—Russell Freedman (biographies for younger readers)
fuedian Swmmer—Barbar Girion (Marive American/white relations)
fu Nueva York—Nicholasa Mohr (Latino novel)
{n the Shade of the Mispere Tree—Carmen R. Bernier-Grand (Puerto Rican)
In the Time of the Busterflies—Julia Alvarez (Latino siscers)
tnviiible Men: Life tn Baseballs Negro Leagues—Donn Rogosin (African American
contributions)
An Ditand Like You—]udith Ortiz Cofer (short stories for younger readers set in a Puerto
Rican barrio in Mew Jersey)
lralian American—Rebecea Aldridge (lalian heritage)
{ Thaugtn My Soul Wowld Rite and Fly: The Diary of Patsy. @ Freed Girl—Joyce Hansen (black
slave girl)
A fur of Dveamr-—Yoshiko Uchida (Japanese-American heritage)
Jesse—Gary Soto (California Chicano brothers)
The fournal of foshua Laper; A Black Cowrboy, the Chisolm Trail, 1871—Walter Dean Myers
(black teen cowboy)
The fourney—Sheila Hamanaka (Japanese-Ametican relations)
Journey of the Sparrows—Fran Leeper Buss and Daisy Cubias (El Salvadorian girl and
brother)

Subriler fourner—Carolyn Meyer {mixed race gird)

Kaffir Bay: The True Story of a Black Youshs Coring of Age in Apartheid South Africa—Mark
Mathabane (racial barriers)

The Kiss af the Spider Woman—Manuel Puig (Argentinian prison experience)
The Kitchen Crads Wife—Amy Tan {Chinese-American heritage)

The Labyrinth—Enrique Laguerre (Puerto Rican fiction)

Lakota Worman—DMary Crow Dog and Richard Erdoes (Mative Americans)
La Raza: The Mexican Americans—Sean Steiner (Cesar Chavez er al.)
Latines: A Biography af a Pesple—Earl Shorris (Latino experiences)

The Legend of the Kite: A Story of China—Chen Jiang Hong (Chinese culture)
Letters fram a Slave Girl: The Story of Harriet Jacobs—Mary E. Lyons {black slave girl)
Life Riddler—Melross Cooper (young black girl)

Like Water for Chocolate—Laura Ewquivel (Mexican family)

Local News—Gary Soto (Hispanic-American stories for younger readers)

The Longest Ride—Denise Lewis Patrick (black/Indian relarions)
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The Mambo Kings Play Songr of Love—Oscar Hijuelos (Cuban musicians)

The Man to Send Rain Clonde—Kenneth Bosen (Ed.} (Mative American short story
collection)

Mexican Voicesdmeriean Drearm: An Ol Hirsory—Marilyn Davis [mmpllcr:l (Mexican
migrants)

Migrant Farm Workers: Temporary Peaple—Linda Jacobs Altman (Latine laborers in United
Stares)

Milferminm: Tribal Wirdom and the Madern World—David Maybury-Lewis iseveral tribal
culmires)

The Maon Lady—Amy Tan (Chinese girl)

Maotherband —Vinerta Vijayaraghaven (Indian/American girl)

Maother Tonmgue—Demetria Martinez (El Salvadorian refugee)

Mountain Light—Laurence Yep (Chinese boy)

My Grandmather I a Singing Yiya—Karen Scourby D'Arc (Greek girl)

My Heome It Over fordan—Sandra Forrester (black family during Civil War)

My Name Iy Asher Lee—Chaim Potok (Jewish boy)

Necesary Roughnes—Marie G. Lee (Astan-American relationships)

Night, Dhawm, The Accident: Three Tale—Elie Wiesel (American writer of Jewish stories)

An Ocean Apare, &8 World Away—Lensey Mamioka (Korean historical Aerion)

Fhe Orange Tree—Carlos Fuentes (fve novellas by Mexican author)

The Park Bench—Fumiko Takeshita (Japanese hetitage)

(] & A—Edwin Torres {Larino ficrion)

The Rain Dance Peaple: The Pueblo Indians, Their Past and Present—Richard Erdoes (Puehlo
Indian hisvory)

Raim af Gad—Victor Villasenor (Mexican experiences in California)

Rebel: A Tibetan Odyssep—Cheryl Aytward Whitesel (Tiberan historical fiction)

The Remembered Farth—Geary Hobson (Ed.) {(MNarive American fetion/nonfiction
collecrion )

Rescue: The Story of Hew Genriles Saved the fews in the Hodocauri—Milton Melrzer (Jewish-
whire relations)

Revolusions of the Hears—Marsha Qualey (Native American/white reladienship)

Rio Grande Stories—Carolyn Meyer (varied heritages in New Mexico)

Ropts—Alex Haley (tracing African heritage)

Schindlers Lir—T. Keneally (Jewish Holocaust)

Seeraw Girl—Linda Sue Park (Korean girl)

Stabarew: Dawghter of the Wind—Suzanne Fisher Staples (Pakistani girl)

The Shadow Brothers—A, E. Cannon (Navajo teen)

Silent Thunder: A Civtdd War Storp—Andrea Davis Pinkney (young black dave bay)

Smuoke gnd Ashes: The Story of the Holocaun—RBarbara Rogasky (Jewish-white relations)

-ﬂm—uﬂngi: Cruz (Lanino ficron)

Spiler—Pedro Juan Soto (Puerto Rican fiction)

Star Firher—Laurence Yep (Chinese family)

The Story af Squanto, Firss Friend to the Pilgrim—Cathy East Dubowski (bisgeaphy of
Squanto for younger readers)

Thhe Storyreller—Mario Vargas Llosa (Peruvian in Traly)
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Seoryrellers Beads—Jane Kuriz (Christian/Jewish girls interaction)
Swees Fifteen—DHane Gonzales Bertrand (Latino Family)
Swestgras—Jan Hudson {Blackfoot gid)
Territorio Libve—Luis Ricardo Alonso (Latino novel)
Trwye the Dairyman and the Railroad Stovie—Sholom Aleichem (Yiddish short story col-
lection by Russian writer)
Thats Whas She Said—Rayna Green (Ed.) (Native American women's fiction and poetry)
The Third Wontan: Minority Women Writers of the United States—Dexter Fisher (Ed ) (col-
lection of Matve American women's writings)
1o & Widew 1eish Children—Lione] Gardia (humorous stery of Mexican Revolusionary in Texas)
T Denray You Is No Laws: The Odyaey af & Cambadian Family—]an D. Criddle and Teeda
Butt Mam (true story of Cambodian family)
Treemunisha: From the Opera by Scont Joplin—~Angela Shelf Medearis (nonmusical version
of black apera by Pulitzer Prize winner)
Thve Wall—John Hersey (Jewish Action by American writer)
Wanderinmg Wirrior—Da Chen {Chinese historical fiction)
Waser Sky—Jean Cratghead George (whaling in the Eskimo culoure)
We the People: An Avlas of Americat Frhwic Diversip—James P Allen and Eugene [. Turner
(map of American ethnic groups)
We Were There, Tool—Phillip Hoose (mulricultural contributions)
Wihale Talk—Chiis Crutcher (multicthnic boy)
Whar Are You? Veices of Mixed-Race Young People—DPear] Gaskins (Ed.) {reens of mixed
heritage)
Wien Hitler Seole Pink Rabbis—Judith Kerr {persecution of Jews)
Whew I Wias Puerte Rican—Esmeralda Santiago (true Puerto Rican experiences in New York)
Who War Whe in Navive American History—Carl Waldman (Mative American
history, 1492-1M00)
A Woman of Her Tribe—Margaret A. Robinson (Nootka/whice girl)
Te Warle of Daugiser McGuire—Sharon Dennis Wyeth (mixed race girl)
The Yellow Canary Whore Eye It S0 Black—Cheli Duran (Ed.) (Latino poetry collection)
¥ No 5¢ Lo Trage La Tierra—Tomas Rivera (bilingual story of migrant worker's life)
Zack—William Bell {biracial boy)
Zapata Rose in 1992—Gary D. Keller {Latino story collecion)
Looe-Suit Murders—Edwin Torres (Larino fiction)
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